A visit to the studio:
David Spiller is not an artist typical of his time, he is not pretentious: he is not trying to make every piece a challenge to the art world.  His work does not seek to redefine the way we look at art, nor does it claim to be entirely removed from everything painted before it. The art of David Spiller maintains a striking originality and individualism…

The first thing that hit me on seeing his work is the tremendous amount of energy and spirit that seems to have exploded onto his canvases. Bright colours are thrown on like fireworks to create paintings that scream of celebration. The spirit with which he gives his emotion to each canvas; consciously seeking to make every blank space as vibrant and exciting as possible. This is not to say that ‘happiness’ is the only thing that Spiller’s work can convey, he is able to include darker feelings of fear and sadness, with the same degree of passion.

In his 2010 collection, Spiller has taken this free and chaotic form of expression to new levels. His work in 2009 was characterized by large, colourful text; rigid structured blocks. His recent works have moved away from this, replacing straight and solid forms with broken, asymmetrical shapes.  Rather than allowing the initial image to affect the rest of the work, he insists on breaking up hard lines with shapes and patterns being built up, crossed out and sewn together again to create a wonderfully free and exciting work… He is an artist who is extremely proud to be working with his hands. Spiller paints while standing in the middle of the canvas on which he’s working; surrounded by his painted thoughts and revelling in getting his hands dirty. Working in this way means that a strong physical connection is built up between him and each painting. While the obvious mental connection exists between his thoughts and what appears on the canvas, such a physical method somehow gives the feelings portrayed an even more heart-felt emphasis. 

Spiller does not know why certain lyrics occur to him while working on a painting, but without hesitation he scribbles them on, seemingly at random, but with a fabulous, natural eye for composition and colour. This technique makes each work a perfect snapshot of the moment of their creation, a true rendering of a fleeting thought that has been caught, savoured and remembered. The fast, anarchic energy of this collaboration of; line, lyrics and memories allows for the full complexity of feeling to be shown together on a painting.

David Spiller paints as he likes to paint, with punky freedom and a happiness that is impossible to suppress. He paints in the hope of inspiring within the viewer the same fun and enthusiasm for all aspects of life that he himself can’t help but be moved by…
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